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Our curriculum is delivered through a themed approach (one theme each half term). Learning experiences and creative activities are 
planned to meet the personal and developmental needs of each pupil. Whole school themes are re-visited over a two-year cycle. This 
ensures rich experiential learning opportunities that support the development of pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding. Carefully 
planned opportunities for pupils to learn new skills and apply these in different contexts enable more academically able pupils to 
generalise their learning. 
 

The core curriculum is split into 7 areas: 
 

Language and Communication (expressive and practical language) 

English 

Maths 

Science and Technology (Design and Technology and Computing) 

Arts and creativity (Art and Design, Music and Drama) 

Development and Health, Physical Development, PSHE (including wellbeing) 

Place, time, people and culture (History, Geography, Religious Education) 
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Cycle 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Themes Me and My 
Family 

My World 
 

Rainforest  Food and Diet The Stone Age Ancient Egypt 

English English teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs, including their communication needs and targets. Reading, writing and the 
sharing of key texts is linked to topics where appropriate. Phonics and vocabulary are taught at an individual level.  

English Themes Report Writing – 
Biography  
 
Creative Writing 
– Story writing, 
character 
descriptions & 
settings. 
 

Poetry and Rhyme 
 
Writing for a 
purpose – Reporting 
on an event  
 
 
 

Non – Fiction 
books 
 
Writing for a 
purpose –  
Instructional 
writing  
 
Fables and 
Morality tales 

Traditional Stories 
and Alternative 
Tales 
 
Writing for a 
purpose –  Lists 
and recipes  

Repetitive Stories   
 
Creative Writing – 
Story writing, 
character 
descriptions & 
settings. 
 

Reporting – 
researching 
information and fact 
files 
 
Myths and Legends 

Mathematics Mathematic teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs. Maths lessons aim to provide children with opportunities to develop 
and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and 
the ability to describe and use the qualities of shape, space and measure.  

Maths Themes  Week 1 & 2 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 5 & 6- Time 
& Money 
Week 7- 
Multiplication & 

Week 1 & 2 
Shape/Position & 
Direction  
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Fractions 
Week 5 & 6- Length 
& Weight   
Week 7 & 8- 
Statistics 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction  
Week 3 & 4-  
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 5 & 6-  
Capacity & 
Temperature 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Capacity & 
Temperature  
Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
 

Week 1 & 2- Shape 
Week 2 & 3- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 4 & 5- 
Length & Weight   
 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Multiplication 
& Division   
Week 5 & 6- Capacity 
& Temperature 
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Division  

Computing Digitally Literate  
(Esafety) 
What does it 
mean to be safe 
on the internet? 
Use Purple Mash 
programmes to 
support teaching 

Computer Science 
Use 2go (purple 
mash) to practice 
following directional 
language and 
programming. 
Following simple 
instructions using a 
beebot.  

Information 
Technology 
Researching 
habitats and 
finding 
information to 
copy or import to 
make a simple 
fact file about 
places in the 
world. Use 
2connect (Purple 
mash) to record 
and map simple 
facts. 

Digitally Literate  
Sending and 
receiving emails. 
How do people 
communicate 
online. Use Purple 
Mash to 
communicate via 
emails in class.  

Computer Science 
Recap directional 
language and using 
2go programme. 
Introduce writing 
their own 
instructions for the 
beebot to move 
around a simple 
map.   

Information 
Technology 
Researching different 
menus and recipes.  
Practice typing and 
formatting skills to 
create a recipe and a 
menu linked to topic 
sessions. 

Science Animals Including 
Humans 
Where do we 
live?  
Peoples habitats 
and animals’ 
habitats. How are 
they the same or 
different? 
How do habitats 
change when an 
animal is a pet? 

Animals Including 
Humans 
Rainforest habitats. 
What food sources 
are available in the 
rainforest for the 
animals? How are 
the animals adapted 
to live in the 
rainforest? 
 

Seasonal 
Changes  
Seasonal changes 
and temperature 
changes. 
Recording 
weather and 
looking at how 
weather changes 
what people and 
animals can do. 
Look at a 

Plants 
What plants can 
be eaten? Where 
do these different 
plants grow? What 
do they need to 
grow? Plant a 
range of fruits and 
vegetables to 
grow in the poly 
tunnel.  

Everyday 
Materials  
Investigating 
materials to build 
shelters. 
Waterproof 
materials. What 
materials would 
keep you warm? ...  
 
 
 

Seasonal Changes 
Summer in England. 
Recording the 
weather. Investigating 
shadows. 
 
Light- 
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weather forecast 
and children give 
their own 
weather forecast. 

 

PSHE Managing feelings and behaviour 
 

Making healthy living choices  
 

How to keep safe (Physical and Online) 

PE Games Gymnastics  Dance Yoga  Games Athletics 

Music  To sing in unison, 
becoming aware of 
pitch and to begin 
to be aware of 
others while 
performing. 

To understand 
how different 
musical elements 
are combined and 
used expressively.  

To play tuned and 
un-tuned 
instruments with 
increasing control 
and accuracy. 

To listen and 
discuss the 
difference of 
different music 
styles and to begin 
to note difference 
in music over time. 

To identify the 
dimensions of 
music with some 
accuracy.   

To recognise and 
explore the ways 
sounds can be 
combined and in 
order to make 
music patterns and 
comment on this 
effect. 

Thematic Cross 
Curricular  
History, Geography, 
Art and design, 
Design and 
Technology, Religious 
Education 

Art – Andy Warhol 
& Pop Art. 
Investigating 
different medias 
and photographic 
effects to create 
pop art. 
History – Who Am 
I? Create a simple 
family tree. 
How have I grown. 
Chronology of their 
life so far, 

Geography - The 
world and the 
seven continents 
(Name and locate). 
Where is the UK? 
Find it on a globe / 
Europe map and a 
world map, what 
are the countries 
of UK? Capital of 
UK? Where do we 
live? What is in our 
local community?  

Art - Rainforest Art. 
Recreating 
rainforest art using 
different media. 
Geography - Where 
is the rainforest? 
Finding it on a 
globe, world map.  
weather in the 
rainforest? 
Simple contrast 
between 
Rainforest and UK  

DT Cooking and 
Nutrition - Making 
fruit salads. Making 
soups. 
Food preparation 
and health and 
safety. 
RE – Different 
Beliefs and 
Celebrations.  
Christianity and the 
celebration of 
Easter. What does 

History - Stone Age 
Britain. 
Comparisons to life 
now and then, 
food, clothing, 
hunting and 
houses. Recognise 
simple challenges 
for an early man. 
What are the 
major 
developments in 
human history 

History - Ancient 
Egypt. Chronology 
of the Egyptians, 
gods and 
goddesses, slaves, 
where did they 
live? The pyramids, 
hieroglyphics. How 
did Ancient Egypt 
religion change 
over time   
Art - Recreating 
Egyptian head 
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recognise changes 
in their own lives 
and the lives of 
their family and 
friends. 
RE – Belonging. 
Create a class 
mission statement 
and teach about 
belonging to their 
class and the 
school. 

Find simple 
differences 
between a small 
area of UK and a 
contrasting non-
European country. 
Name and locates 
the oceans.  
RE – Judaism. 
Including the 
celebration of 
Hanukah and the 
associated 
traditions and 
artefacts. 
 
 

. 
RE – Different 
Beliefs and 
Celebrations 
Chinese New Year 
 
DT – Designing and 
Building a Habitat 
Using recycled 
resources; design 
and create a 
habitat for an 
animal. Use this 
project to highlight 
environmental 
issues and recycling 
.  

Easter signify? 
Artefacts related to 
Easter. 
 

from 
this period? 
Order events 
chronologically. 
How was the 
evidence 
gathered about 
prehistoric Britain. 
 
RE – Christianity. 
Religious Stories. 
Jesus feeds the five 
thousand. 
 
Buddhism?  
 
Art- Create a Stone 
age necklace, a 
cave.  
DT- design and 
create tools ie, 
hammer etc, 
clothes.  Build a 
prehistoric shelter. 
Make a model of 
wooly mammoth. 
 
 

dresses and 
jewellery. 
Using pictures and 
hieroglyphics to 
report an event 
RE – Islam. What is 
Eid? How do 
Muslims prepare 
for the celebration 
of Eid? How do 
people celebrate 
Eid? 
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Community Visits  Visit a Synagogue Holly Lodge Centre 
–Habitats 
 
Junior Citizenship  

Supermarket 
 
Visit a Church  

  

Key Texts  All About Families 
Marvellous Me 
Funny Bones  

 Monkey Puzzle  
Rain 
Slowly, slowly, 
slowly said the 
sloth 
 
 

Non Fiction Fact 
books (Habitats) 
The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf  

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 
Oliver’s Vegetables  
The Enormous 
Turnip  
Mr Wolf’s Pancake  

How to wash a 
Woolly Mammoth? 
Cave Baby  
Stone Age, Bone 
Age  
Stone Age Boy 
UG 
 
 
 

We’re Sailing Down 
the Nile  
Egyptian Cinderella  

 

 

 

 

 

Cycle 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Themes Polar Regions  Roman Britain  Colours Space  Awesome Earth  Explorers  

English English teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs, including their communication needs and targets. Reading, writing and the 
sharing of key texts is linked to topics where appropriate. Phonics and vocabulary are taught at an individual level. 
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English Themes Repetitive Stories   
 
Reporting – 
researching 
information and 
fact files 
 
 

Traditional Tales  
 
Writing for a 
purpose –  
Instructional writing  
 

Poetry Pattern 
and Rhyme  
 
Creative Writing 
– Story writing, 
character 
descriptions & 
settings. 

Non – Fiction books 
 
Writing for a 
purpose – Reporting 
on an event  
 

Fables and 
Morals  
 
Reporting – 
researching 
information and 
fact files 
 

Myths and Legends 
 
Creative Writing – 
Story writing, 
character descriptions 
& settings. 
 

Mathematics Mathematic teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs. Maths lessons aim to provide children with opportunities to develop 
and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and 
the ability to describe and use the qualities of shape, space and measure. 

Maths Themes  Week 1 & 2 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 5 & 6- Time 
& Money 
Week 7- 
Multiplication & 
Division  
 

Week 1 & 2 
Shape/Position & 
Direction  
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Fractions 
Week 5 & 6- Length 
& Weight   
Week 7 & 8- 
Statistics 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction  
Week 3 & 4-  
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 5 & 6-  
Capacity & 
Temperature 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Capacity & 
Temperature  
Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape 
Week 2 & 3- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction  
Week 4 & 5- 
Length & Weight   
 

Week 1 & 2- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 3 & 4- 
Number/Multiplication 
& Division   
Week 5 & 6- Capacity 
& Temperature 
 

Computing Digitally Literate  
Create a class 
blog linked to the 
topic. Children to 
add to the blog 

Computer Science 
Create your own 
online games to play 
using 2 DIY 3D 
(Purple Mash) 

Information 
Technology 
Research online 
and develop 
understanding of 

Digitally Literate  
Investigate different 
scenarios using 
2Investigate tool to 
record the data. Link 

Computer 
Science 
Continue using 
simple 
programming 

Information 
Technology  
Create a weather 
report and use the 
green screen to 
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and learn what a 
blog is. Teach 
about leaving a 
digital footprint 
online (Higher 
abilities) 

 how to use a 
search engine, 
what a search 
engine is etc. 
Collect 
information to 
create a report 
about the 
information 
collected. 

to topic and 
children’s likes and 
dislikes.  

devices e.g. 
Beebots. 
Introduce Scratch 
Junior or Daisy 
the Dinosaur as 
alternative 
programmes. If 
very confident 
could introduce 
2code through 
purple mash. 

present the weather. 
Use the ipads to 
record and import the 
videos. 

Science Animals Including 
Humans 
Polar animals and 
their habitats and 
how they are 
adapted to live in 
cold climates. 
Food chains in the 
polar regions. 
 

Everyday Materials 
Materials and their 
uses in Roman 
Britain 
Metal and Fabrics.  
 

Plants  
Investigating how 
plants grow. 
Investigate 
changing the 
colours of plants 
by the plants 
water system. 
 
 

Seasonal Changes 
and Space 
Investigating 
shadows and 
recording shadows 
and weather. 
The solar system  
Day and Night and 
how the moon 
changes each day.  
Light-  

Everyday 
Materials and 
Rocks  
Focused teaching 
on natural 
materials from 
the Earth and 
different types of 
rocks and their 
uses. 
Look at 
Volcanoes and 
how they are 
formed and 
erupt. 
 

Seasonal Changes 
Exploring how the 
seasons are different 
around the world. 

PSHE Managing feelings and behaviour Making healthy living choices  How to keep safe (Physical and Online) 
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PE Games Gymnastics  Dance Yoga  Games Athletics 

Music  To sing in unison, 
becoming aware of 
pitch and to begin 
to be aware of 
others while 
performing. 

To understand how 
different musical 
elements are 
combined and used 
expressively in 
different contexts.  

To play tuned and 
un-tuned 
instruments with a 
purpose. 

To show an 
awareness of the 
changes of music 
in different 
cultures. 

To explore and begin 
to use the 
dimensions of music 
with some accuracy: 
pulse, pitch, rhythm, 
dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture and 
structure.     

To combine sounds 
in order to make a 
rhythmic pattern of 
music.  

Thematic Cross 
Curricular  
History, Geography, 
Art, Design and 
Technology, 
Religious Education 

Art - Polar Bear 
Landscape 
Ted Harrison. 
Geography - 
Antarctica and the 
Arctic comparisons 
Where are the 
Polar regions 
(Using Globe and 
World map)? 
Climate of the 
Polar regions. 
Arctic Ocean. 
Contrast between 
Polar Region and 
UK 
RE – Supporting 
our Community. 

DT Cooking and 
Nutrition - Making 
Roman Bread 
Compare to bread 
with yeast  
Food tasting of 
Roman foods.  
History – Britain’s 
invasions.  
Develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding 
of British and local 
history, 
Learn about 
Angelo-Saxon 
and Roman Britain 

Art - Investigating 
colours and colour 
mixing. 
Create a colour 
wheel and learn 
about the primary 
and secondary 
colours. 
Investigate splitting 
colours using 
chromatography. 
 
Geography- Field 
work around the 
school – human 
features and 
physical nature. 
What is human 

History - Neil 
Armstrong 
Who was Neil 
Armstrong? Why 
do we remember 
him? 
Order events in 
Neil Armstrong life 
chronologically. 
Create a 
newspaper report 
covering the moon 
landing. 
DT - Design and 
make a rocket. 
RE – Challenging 
Attitudes. Why 
should we be 

Geography – 
Volcanos- Earth 
structure - Where in 
the world are 
volcanoes? Is it 
human made? What 
is the difference 
between volcanic 
and non-volcanic 
areas? Is England 
Volcanic? which 
continents have 
volcanic activities?  
How can we care for 
the world?  
DT - Create a 
volcano using Paper 
Mache. 

History - 
Christopher 
Columbus. 
What have we 
learnt about the 
world from this 
voyager? 
sort items and 
features related to 
Christopher 
Columbus’ voyage. 
What was the 
result of the 
voyage? How did 
Christopher 
Columbus’ voyage 
affect the present?  
DT - Designing and 
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The Harvest 
Festival. 
 

including; location, 
foods, the rich and 
the poor, soldiers 
and Roman 
pottery. 
Address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference and 
significance 
RE – Christianity. 
The Nativity Story. 
  

made? What is 
nature? What is 
vegetation? Sorting 
experiments. 
Record human and 
physical features of 
the school 
(graphing / 
sketching) 
RE – Judaism. The 
Passover.  

thankful? What do 
we have to be 
thankful for? 
Buddhism?  

RE – Islam: 
Learn about Islam 
and being a Muslim 
child. What are the 
key beliefs? Special 
places in the world. 

making a method 
transport to go on 
a voyage around 
the world. 
RE - Challenging 
Attitudes. Why are 
some things 
special? What is 
special to you? 
 

Community Visits Delivering the 
Harvest Collection 
to Botwell Church 

 Junior Citizenship   Visit a Mosque  

Key Texts  Polar Bear, Polar 
Bear  
Non Fiction Fact 
Books 
Could a penguin 
ride a bike? 
Polar lands 
The polar bear son 
One day on our 

Non Fiction Fact 
Books  
The Nativity Story  

Rainbow fish  
The Mixed up 
Chameleon  

Whatever next 
The way back 
home  
The Man on the 
Moon 

Non Fiction Fact 
Books 
The Hare and The 
Tortoise  

Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
Where the Wild 
Things Are 
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blue planet 
If polar bears 
disappeared 

 


