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Our curriculum is delivered through a themed approach (one theme each half term). Learning experiences and creative activities are 
planned to meet the personal and developmental needs of each pupil. Whole school themes are re-visited over a two-year cycle. This 
ensures rich experiential learning opportunities that support the development of pupils’ skills, knowledge and understanding. 
Carefully planned opportunities for pupils to learn new skills and apply these in different contexts enable more academically able 
pupils to generalise their learning. 
 

The core curriculum is split into 7 areas: 
 

Language and Communication (expressive and practical language) 

English 

Maths 

Science and Technology (Design and Technology and Computing) 

Arts and creativity (Art and Design, Music and Drama) 

Development and Health, Physical Development, PSHE (including wellbeing) 

Place, time, people and culture (History, Geography, Religious Education) 
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Cycle 2 Autumn 1: Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic Themes “Elmer” 
 

“Woodlands” “Once Upon a 
Time” 

“Building Houses” “Parks and 
Playgrounds” 

“Holidays” 

Expressive and 
Receptive 
Communication 
Communication 
and Language 

Total communication approach: signalong, communication books, choosing boards, visual timetables, low arousal approach, 
Attention Autism, Essentials for Living (EFL), Foundations for Life (FfL). 

 
 

English 
Literacy 

English teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs 
Reading, including the sharing of key texts, is linked to topic 

Writing is related to the key texts 
Phonics and vocabulary are taught at individual level (Lexia/Hedgewood’s Phonics Tracker/Hedgewood’s Vocabulary Checklist). 

 

English Themes Book characters 
Writing for a 
purpose: Captions  

Stories with 
repetitive and 
predictable 
language 
Writing for a 
purpose: cards, 
letter, list 

Traditional tales 
Writing for  
purpose: character 
description 

Sequencing  
Writing for a 
purpose: labels, 
lists, instructions  

Non-fiction 
Writing for a 
purpose: labels 

Rhymes 
Writing for a 
purpose: creative 
writing 

Mathematics 
Numeracy 

Mathematics teaching is tailored to each individual’s needs 
Appreciating quantity, noticing, itemising, identifying and matching, appreciating and manipulating, measure, appreciating and 

manipulating shapes and patterns, appreciating and anticipating change that creates increases / decreases, collecting and 
separating, solving problems comparing and remembering, precursors to recording, appreciating and manipulating patterns, 

appreciating and manipulating shape, space and measure (time). 
 

Maths Themes  Week 1 & 2- Number 
Week 3 & 4- Time & 
Money  

Week 1 & 2- 
Addition & 
Subtraction 

Week 1 & 2- 
Number 

Week 1 & 2- 
Addition & 
Subtraction  

Week 1 & 2- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction 

Week 1 & 2- 
Number 
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Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 7- Number 

Week 3 & 4- 
Length & Weight   
Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
Week 7 & 8- 
Number/Addition 
& Subtraction 

Week 3 & 4- 
Capacity & 
Temperature  
Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
 

Week 3 & 4- 
Capacity & 
Temperature  
Week 5 & 6- 
Shape/Position & 
Direction 
 

Week 3 & 4- 
Length   
Week 5- Shape 
 

Week 3 & 4- 
Weight & Capacity  
Week 5 & 6- Shape 
& Position  
 

Computing 
Understanding of 
the world 
(Technology) 
 

“What is a 
computer?” 
Learning about 
everyday 
technology- 
To watch and 
explore a range of 
technology devices 
by using switches.   

“What is a 
computer?” Key 
skills -  
To interact using a 
range of media 
devices e.g. 
interactive screen, 
tablet, keyboards, 
etc.   

“What is a 
computer?” 
What’s the 
Internet? - To 
begin to access the 
Internet using 
multiple devices.  

Communication: 
multimedia- To 
begin to give 
meaning to pictures 
on different devices 
e.g. matching 
sounds to animals 
on iPad or 
interactive 
whiteboard. Skill 
builders will use 
media to modify 
photos e.g. using 
filters or animation. 

Communication: 
multimedia- To 
engage in slide 
shows related to 
different topics or 
interests and to 
find named things 
in them. Skill 
builders will begin 
to create their own 
photo story.  

Communication: 
multimedia- To 
select specific 
photos on a range 
of software on iPad 
and computers. 
Skill builders will 
begin to search for 
photos of his 
interest or related 
to a topic. 

Science 
Understanding of 
the world 

Science: materials-  
Making animals out 
of different materials 
and with a range of 
tools. 

Science:  seasonal 
changes- Outdoor 
play, experiencing 
autumn and winter 
effects. Sorting 
clothes by season. 
 

Science: animals 
including humans- 
Learning about 
farm animals and 
where they live. 
Differentiating 

Science: materials- 
Making houses out 

of different 

materials in 2D and 

3D forms. 

 

Science: plants – 
Growing plants, 
experiencing seeds 
and parts of a 
plant. Sorting 
plants and animals. 
 

Science: seasonal 
changes-  
Outdoor play, 
experiencing 
summer effects. 
Sorting clothes by 
season.   



 

 

 
EYFS Key Stage 1 Core Curriculum Overview 

 

4 
 

 farm animals and 
pets.  

 
 

PHSE 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

Making relationships 
Self-confidence and self-awareness 

Interventions relating to barriers to learning 
 

Learning objectives at an individual level 
 

PE PHSE  
Physical 
Development 

Games 
Sharing Together 
Gross Motor Skills 

Dance 
Dance & Prance 
Christmas 
Performance 
Gross Motor Skills 

Dance 
Express Yourself 
Dancing around the 
world 
Gross Motor Skills 

Gymnastics 
Movement/balance 
Apparatus 
Gross Motor Skills 

Athletics 
Running/Throwing/
Jumping 
Games 
Me to You 
Gross Motor Skills 

Athletics 
Running/Throwing/
Jumping 
Games 
Striking and 
Fielding 
Gross Motor Skills 

Music  To experience music 
of different types 
and rhythms  

To join in rhymes 
and music through 
sounds and 
vocalisations 

To explore a range 
of musical 
instruments and 
objects that make 
sounds  

To listen to 
recorded music and 
to begin to begin to 
join in music 
patterns  

To listen to 
recorded music 
and to begin to 
begin to join in 
music patterns 

To begin to create 
music patterns 
through 
vocalisations and 
body sounds 

Creative Arts 
Art 
DT  
Expressive Arts 
and Design 
 

Mondrian- Learning 
about primary 
colours and simple 
shapes through 
printing, painting 
and sticking with 
materials.  
 

The Gingerbread 
Man- 
interpretation of 
own idea of the 
Gingerbread man 
by drawing with a 
range of tools 
Diwali and  

Animals- Making 
interpretations of 
how animals look 
and drawing/mark 
making giving 
meaning the 
shapes. 
 

Making houses- 
Junk models: 
painting cereal 
boxes and making a 
house. 
 Using different 
materials (clay, 
sticks, paint, etc.) to 

Drawing and 
creating flowers. 
Making collages 
with seeds and 
flowers. Mixing 
flowers and leaves 
with paints. 

Noah’s Ark- making 
a collage of Noah’s 
Ark with animals. 
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Elmer- mixing 
primary colours and 
seeing the result. 
Painting and printing 
with the mix primary 
colours. 
  
 
 

 

Christmas- A range 
of art activities that 
are linked to each 
topic. 
 

 

make a house. 
Making the 3 pigs. 

 

 
Cooking related to specific topics 

 
 

Cross Curricular 
Themes 
RE 
Geography 
History 
Understanding of 
the world 
(People and 
Communities/The 
Word) 
 

History- Personal 
History: looking at 
pictures of 
themselves and 
family and making 
captions (personal 
history book).  
 

RE-  Celebrations: 
experiencing Diwali 
and Christmas and 
learning key 
aspects of these 
special events and 
extending on 
previous 
knowledge. 
 

History- 
Experiencing a 
range of stories 
from the past 
through clothes, 
items and pictures.  
Geography- At The 
Farm: learning 
about farm animals 
and where they 
live. Describing 
farm animals and 
talking/writing 
about them. 

RE- Easter: learning 
about key aspects 
of Easter through 
experience- play, 
pictures, videos. 
History- Personal 
history: looking and 
describing pictures 
of themselves, 
peers and familiar 
people around the 
school environment 
(personal history 
book). 
 

Geography- Road 
Safety  
Places: sorting 
transport types, 
listening games and 
with visuals. Role 
play in the 
playground ‘how 
do we cross the 
roads?’  
 
 

RE- Noah’s Ark: 
learning about the 
story of Noah. Mini 
toys to role play 
with the use of 
sensory materials, 
looking at the book 
and videos about 
the story. 
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Community visits   Visit from Santa  Visit to the shops  Visit to the park  Thames Valley 
summer trip 

Key Texts  Elmer 
 
Elmer and the 
Monster 
 
Elmer in the 
Rainbow 
 
Elmer in the Snow 
 

Dear Zoo 
 
Rosie’s Walk 
 
Woodlands 
Sounds 
 
Busy Santa 
 
The Gingerbread 
Man 

Goldilocks 
 
We Are Going on a 
Bear Hunt 
 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

The Three Little Pigs 
 
Welcome Home 
Bear 
 
Let’s Build a House  

We All Go 
Travelling By 
 
Pop up Park 
 
Busy Park 

Journey Home from 
Grandpa’s 
 
What the Ladybird 
Heard on Holiday 
 
Noah’s Ark 
 
Peppa Pig Happy 
Holiday 

 


