
 Our aim is for each pupil to find pleasure and achievement in 
reading. For each pupil to enjoy regular planned story times, 
giving them the opportunity to retell, predict and sequence 
elements of stories.

 Considerable emphasis is placed on enabling each pupil to 
develop a variety of reading strategies to support them in 
becoming a competent and confident, independent reader. 
To ensure this approach is successful, each pupils’ reading 
strategies are carefully assessed when they start at 
Hedgewood. Their progress is monitored carefully, noting 
how well the child understands what is read, and any 
observed strategies employed and areas of specific 
difficulty.

Reading and Phonics at Hedgewood 
School



Our pre-reading curriculum involves associated skills 

such as sequencing, top/bottom, front/back, left/right 

discrimination, tracing and drawing, mark making and 

computer skills.  Objects of reference also come under 

our pre-reading curriculum.

Pre reading



For children who communicate through symbols, 
pictures and photos, the act of communication 
involves reading.  Children have to scan and select 
items in their books or on their boards or Voice 
Operated Communication Aids e.g. eyegaze, in order 
to communicate.  

Reading, Writing and Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication



Children should have opportunities to:
 Look at books of all kinds eg: picture story books, flap books, 

personal books, talking books
 Hold books the correct way
 Choose a book from the shelf and replace it
 Turn pages from front to back
 ‘Read’ the book with an adult
 Point to pictures when requested (in response to known 

vocabulary)
 Point to pictures and name familiar objects/ people
 Point to individual words (not necessarily reading them)
 Point to words from left to right
 Make and ‘read’ personal books

Reading behaviours
Children with SLD find learning to read conventional text cognitively very demanding but 

there are many aspects of inclusive reading in which they can participate.  Reading still and 
moving pictures are important as are identifying words and phrases in the environment and 

identifying sounds.



Our children are encouraged to read a variety of material –

 Oxford Reading Tree books

 Books from the school and class libraries. 

 Flashcards with key words

 Environmental print – how many children recognise the sign for McDonalds?  

 Photographs which have been made into books about themselves and the 
adventures they have,  

 Videos showing their activities in school

 Bag books – books which are read to the children using items for them to hold 
and touch which have meaning to the story.

 Sensory stories – stories which are told using several things connected with 
their senses

 Objects of reference – items which signify a certain thing eg it is time for soft 
play

 Symbols – simple diagrams which have relevance to the child.

 Story boards – boards with pictures and symbols which help the child to 
understand the sequence of a story and even tell it to another.

Reading



For a child to learn to read they have to master several 
important skills  

 The child has to be able to unlock the code of letters and work 
out what each phoneme says.  

 They also have to be able to understand the meaning of the text 
they are reading

 They need to adopt certain reading behaviours such as turning 
the pages from left to right, holding the book the correct way up, 
distinguishing between a picture and text.

 They need to be able to look at the presentational features of the 
text such as why the author has used bold text.

 The child need to look at the use of language in a text and what 
exactly was the author trying to convey to their reader.



 We use synthetic phonics, an inclusive approach for pupils with additional needs that focuses on 
developing phonological awareness and language development. Teaching incorporates practical 
strategies and extension activities to support literacy development for learners of all ages.

 We adapt our teaching approaches to meet pupils’ needs and interests. We draw on ideas and 
resources from the following: ‘Letters and Sounds’, ‘Jolly Phonics’, ‘Letter land’ and ‘Rhyme world’. 
Some of our pupil’s are working towards Phase 1 phonics and are focused on developing their 
awareness of phrase and word boundaries and good speech discrimination.

 Phonics teaching happens all day, every day

 Here at Hedgewood teaching of whole words as well as phonics  is used to promote independent 
reading skills.

 we encourage children to discriminate between sounds –

 high sounds, low sounds, 

 noisy sounds, quiet sounds 

 discriminate between familiar and unfamiliar voices

 For some children phonics are worked on, on  an individual basis.  When children are engaged in play 
based activities adults will enter their play and help the child to learn about the different sounds 
through their play, for example animal noises, transport noises, identifying sounds heard at home.  
Once a child has tuned into sounds, can listen, remember and discriminate sounds we look at words as 
sounds.  Children are then encouraged to identify the sounds they hear in key words such as their 
name. 

 We also use sign-a-long signs to support key words and letters.

Phonics
Children have to unlock a code of letters and phonemes to help them understand 

what the author is trying to say


